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2023 Qualicum Beach Seedy Saturday
Doors open to public from 10 am until 3:30 pm

ADMISSION BY DONATION (No ATM on site)

Seedy Saturday is an annual event that provides access to heritage 
seeds, plants, and garden-related supplies and tools, and a 
wonderful opportunity to gain knowledge about gardening on 
Central Vancouver Island. This list covers most of the activities 
you’ll find at the event:

•	SEED SWAP (Booth Room) – you can share your saved seeds 
with other local gardeners, or just buy seeds others have saved.

•	MASTER GARDENERS are on hand to help with your gardening 
questions. Find them in the corners of the Main Hall.

•	Local garden-related PARTICIPANTS have their seeds, plants,  
and related goods for sale (Main Hall and outside).

•	DOOR PRIZES for each 50th patron (supplied by participants)

•	NURSERIES from the region are represented with lots of 
specimens for you to choose from.

•	Various not-for-profit ORGANIZATIONS providing information.

•	Buy a 50/50 RAFFLE ticket (cash only) to support the Qualicum 
Beach Seedy Saturday Association. Tickets $2 each or 3 for $5. 
Draws at noon and 3:00 pm. BC Gaming Licence #138058

•	Have a snack, lunch, or just a beverage at the SEEDY CAFE.  
Main Hall – left of and in front of stage.

We will be sponsoring an expert SPEAKER at Milner 
Gardens’ plant sale and education day in April. The 
topic will be “ preparing your garden for planting”.
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OUR HISTORY
Qualicum Beach Seedy Saturday Association

The time-honoured prairie tradition of saving grains has expanded 
into a national initiative to save and share seeds and plants 
locally. Seedy Saturdays began in Vancouver in 1989 at Van Dusen 
Botanical Gardens with a committee headed by Sharon Rempel. 
Sharon also gave the event its name.

In the fall of 2002 Master Gardeners and Joy Smith were busy 
organizing the first Seedy Saturday for Qualicum Beach. Joy 
had been inspired by Seeds of Diversity, a national nonprofit 
organization devoted to conserving non-hybrid seeds and plants 
for public use.

This first Seedy Saturday Committee intended their purpose to 
be the organization of an annual event in accordance with the 
gardening objectives held by Seeds of Diversity and the Vancouver 
Island Master Gardeners’ Association. These objectives include:

1.	 Encouraging the use of public domain non-hybrid plants  
of Canadian significance.

2.	 Enabling the local trading of heritage and open-pollinated 
seeds.

3.	 Educating the public about environmentally responsible  
gardening practises.

In February 2003, the first Qualicum Beach Seedy Saturday was 
held with the Seed Swap as its central inspiration. The Seed Swap 
continues to be the core of this event. The first Seedy Saturday 
attracted over 900 people. The community was hooked.

Seedy Saturday continues to be organized and operated 
completely by volunteers. Any monies collected, beyond the 
cost of the event, are donated to Seeds of Diversity and to local 
community groups and gardening-related programs.
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PARTICIPANTS
Alpine Gardeners of  
Central Vancouver Island
Valerie Melanson • 250-937-7143
melanson.valerie@gmail.com
https://alpinegardenersofcvi.wixsite.
com/agcvi

AGCVI shares information on 
alpine plants and growing 
them on Vancouver Island. We 
have speakers, do planting 
demonstrations and workshops, 
have plant sales, wildflower walks 
and fun!

Amanda Key Design
Amanda Key
hello@amandakey.design
www.amandakeydesign.com
Facebook: amadakey.design
Discover west coast inspired stickers, 
botanical illustrations and locally 
made artwork.

Arrowsmith Naturalists
Sally Soanes • 250-954-2063
www.arrowsmithnaturalists.gotbdev.com
sally.soanes@shaw.ca
Promoting the love and preservation 
of nature, the use and proliferation 
of bee, butterfly and bird friendly 
plants that enhance not only our 
gardens but help our food to grow.

Brant Wildlife Festival 
Ceri Peacey • 250-752-4720
brantwildlifefestival@gmail.com
https://brantfestival.bc.ca/
Facebook: brantwildlifefestival
Spring Celebration of Nature with 
many opportunities to enjoy tours 
and events!

Broombusters
Joanne Sales
2795 Grafton Ave, 
Qualicum Beach V9K 1W8
joannesales108@gmail.com
www.broombusters.org
Volunteer organization stopping 
the spread of the destructive, 
flammable, alien invasive plant 
Scotch Broom. You can help!

Bumbleseeds
Kyla Rawlins
6811 West Coast Road, Sooke V9Z 0V2
info@bumbleseeds.com
www.bumbleseeds.com
Facebook: Bumbleseeds
Local, organic Non-GMO and open 
pollinated! Absolutely no fillers! 
Family owned and operated.

Cicada Seeds
Michalina Hunter • 604-355-2991
1671 McKibben Road, 
Errington V0R 1V0
www.etsy.com/shop/CicadaSeedsShop
cicadaseeds@gmail.com
Facebook: cicadaseeds
Unique vegetable, flower, medicinal 
and culinary herb seeds for the 
home garden, food forest or 
permaculture project. Grown 
ecologically without the use of 
synthetic pesticides or fertilizers. 
Focus on perennial vegetables and 
rare varieties.
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Donna Balzer: Helping 
Gardeners Grow
Donna Balzer 
206 Hoylake Road W, 
Qualicum Beach V9K 1K5
www.donnabalzer.com
info@donnabalzer.com
Growing lemons outdoors for 
several years. I have little trees for 
sale (2021 cuttings). May also have 
raspberry cultivars and other unique 
plants of interest, depending on 
what roots in my greenhouse this 
winter. Bring your garden questions.

Dragonfly Seeds
Maria Hunter • 604-885-6070
1760 Blower Road, Sechelt V0N 3A1
mariaehunter@gmail.com
Facebook: 100063595141995
We are located on Wilson Creek 
Blackberry Farm on the Sunshine 
Coast of BC established in 1999. Our 
seeds have been grown locally (on 
the Sunshine Coast) and in Errington 
on Vancouver Island.

Elgie Road Farm
Wendy Rost • 250-228-8511
wendycrost@hotmail.com
Harlequin living willow trees. 
Handmade willow baskets.

Farmer Brown
Christopher Brown
therefarm@gmail.com
Facebook: farmer.brown.
agriculturalist

Professional farming services 
available: market garden produce, 
agricultural education, farm coaching, 
permaculture design, nursery stock, 
seeds, and farming activism.

Fierce Fish Fertilizer
Dave McIntyre
info@fiercefish.com
www.fierce.fish
Facebook: Fierce-Fish
Fermented Fertilizer. Biologically 
active with beneficial probiotics, 
indigenous microorganisms, and 
mycelium to support healthy plant 
and soil growth.

Friends of French Creek 
Conservation Society
Liberty Bradshaw • 250-248-8809
Box 429, Coombs V0R 1M0
communications@ffccs.ca 
Ffccs.ca
Non-profit society dedicated to the 
conservation and restoration of the 
French Creek watershed.

Full Circle Seeds
Maru Johnson 
250-642-3671 • 778-587-9144
3680 Otter Point Road, Box 807,
Sooke V9Z 1H8
www.fullcircleseeds.com
info@fullcircleseeds.com
Facebook: fullcircleseeds
Saving seeds for over 30 years at 
our farm in Sooke. Offering certified 
herb, flowers and vegetable seeds; 
amazing variety of tomatoes, 
salad greens and flowers including 
varieties from Asia and Europe.
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Garden House Foundation Fund
Jackie Barker • 250-743-4627 
jbarker@shaw.ca 
www.gardenhousefoundation.
wordpress.com

Selling high quality used home and 
garden books to support needy 
families and animals.

Gather Event Décor
Brenda Boyd
gathereventdecor@gmail.com
Instagram: gathereventdecor
Facebook: gathereventdecor
Handmade items for your home and 
garden. Garden signs and serving 
trays made from repurposed wood, 
garden markers and more.

Goldstream Grange Gardens Ltd
Sunshine Goldsberry 
250-248-8809 • 250-667-6294
Box 429, Coombs V0R 1M0
www.goldstreamgrangegardens.ca
sunshinegoldsberry@telus.net
Seeds and plants with home and 
handmade products.

Good Earth Farms
Simon Toole • 250-337-2261
7636 Island Highway, 
Black Creek V9J 1G6
www.goodearthfarms.ca
goodearthfarms@shaw.ca
Facebook: goodearthfarms.ca
Instagram: good_earth_farms_seeds
We sell 65+ varieties of Certified 
Organic vegetable, herb and flower 
seeds all grown locally by us.

Green Mountain Bees
Monika Grunberg • 250-703-2545
mg@greenmountainbees.com
www.greenmountainbees.com
Facebook: Sunshine and Pollen:  
The Life of Mason Bees

We are selling everything mason 
bees, including a beautiful story-
book on mason bees known to 
convert insectophobes to friends 
and protectors of our pollinators.

Hamilton Marsh 
Ceri Peacey • 250-752-5658
ceridwenp@gmail.com
www.hamilton-marsh.com
Facebook: HamiltonMarsh
Our group cares very deeply about 
Hamilton Marsh and the need 
to preserve it for the water, the 
wildlife, and the future.

Heartwood Home Learners
Heidi Barter • 250-927-7877
1879 Errington Rd, Box 456,
Errington V0R 1V0
hydee_brown@hotmail.com
Children-run booth with education, 
seeds and seed products.

Island Greenhouse Sales 
Gerry Giesbracht • 250-740-5110
2327 Panorma View Dr., 
Nanaimo V9R 6T1
Gerrygiesbrecht27@gmail.com
Greenhouse sales. Authorized 
reseller of Planta Greenhouses. 
Manufacturer of locally made cedar 
greenhouses.
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LeafFilter Gutter Protection
Kate Connor • 1-800-290-6106
Hudson, Ohio 44236
Events@leaffilter.com
www.leaffilter.com
Micromesh gutter cover installs on 
top of existing gutters, eliminating 
gutter cleaning for life and makes 
rainwater harvesting easier.

Mason Bee Houses
Helen Sims • 250-752-9601

Metchosin Farm
Fiona Hammersley Chambers
542 Wootton Road, 
Metchosin V9C 3Z4
info@metchosinfarm.ca
www.metchosinfarm.ca 
Facebook: MetchosinFarm
Certified organic seed producer – plant 
nursery growing 260+ varieties. Creating 
new plant varieties, i.e., Strawberry 
Cherry tomato and My-Chosen Purple 
potato and Sugarbeet chard.

Milner Gardens and Woodland
Emily Weeks • 250-752-8573 x 3123
2179 Island Hwy W, 
Qualicum Beach V9K 1G1
milnergardens@shaw.ca
www.milnergardens.viu.ca
Facebook: MilnerGardens
A sheltered seaside retreat with 
60 acres of woodland and 10 acres 
of botanical garden.

Mount Arrowsmith Biosphere 
Region Research Institute
Jessica Pyett
https://mabrri.viu.ca
Facebook: MABRRI2019
Dedicated to community engagement, 
relationship building and knowledge 
sharing; focused on research and 
initiatives primarily within the 
UNESCO-designated Mt. Arrowsmith 
Biosphere Region, but also uphold 
VIU’s Academic Research Plan by 
working on projects across the Island.

Mount Arrowsmith 
Rhododendron Society (MARS)
Marilyn Dawson 
Box 342, Qualicum Beach V9K 1S8
www.marsrhodos.ca
Non-profit organization educating 
about the genus rhododendron, 
active since 1989.

North Island Wildlife  
Recovery Association
250-248-8534
1240 Leffler Road, Errington V0R 1V0
wildlife@niwra.org
www.niwra.org 
Facebook: wildliferecoverycentre
Recovery Centre to care for ill, 
injured or orphaned wildlife and 
educate the public on wildlife and 
environmental issues.
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Omega Blue Farms
Dawn Osborne • 250-757-2006
1075 Spider Lake Road, 
Qualicum Beach V9K 2L7
OmegaBlueFarms@gmail.com
www.OmegaBueFarms.ca
Facebook: OmegaBlueFarms
Heritage Conservation Farm. Mixed 
farm of poultry, seeds, vegetables 
and fruits. Our focus in on heritage 
breeds of everything we grow, 
animals, plants, seeds and food.

Outrageous Edibles & Bedibles
Jesse Jacobs 
www.outrageousplants.ca
info@outrageousplants.ca
Wholesale plant nursery.  
High-quality bedding plants.

Pyramid Stables Compost
Cherish Thomas / Howie Thomas 
250-268-5344
FitnessEffects@hotmail.com
7581 Harby Rd W, Lantzville 
We can deliver bags and people can 
come to the farm for yard fill up.

Qualicum Beach  
Farmers Market
Launie Elves • 250-240-7077
Box 486, Qualicum Beach V9K 1T1
qbfmmanager@gmail.com
www.qbfarmersmarket.com
Facebook: 
QualicumBeachFarmersMarket

We connect the community with 
local farmers, food producers and 
artisans year round on Veterans 
Way in the heart of Qualicum 
Beach. We are a make, bake,  
grow market.

Qualicum Beach Garden Club
qualicumbeachgardenclub@gmail.com
https://qualicumbeachgardenclub.
wordpress.com

Facebook: QualicumBeachGardenClub
A meeting place for gardening 
enthusiasts in Oceanside. Meetings 
with a fabulous variety of speakers, 
plant sales, door prizes, newsletter, 
fun events and discounts at local  
garden centres.

Qualicum Beach 
Streamkeepers
Neil Worboys • 250-594-6788
216 Saturna Drive, 
Qualicum Beach V9K 2P5
info@qbstreamkeepers.ca
www.qbstreamkeepers.ca
We are dedicated to the 
stewardship of local wild  
fish habitat.

Ravensong Seeds and Herbals
Jessy Delleman/Harmony Pillon
4335 Macaulay Road, 
Black Creek V9J 1E2 
ravensongherbals@protonmail.com
https://ravensongherbals.com/
Small artisan seed and herbal 
product business located in the 
Comox Valley. We grow, gather or 
ethically wildcraft all of our seeds 
and herbs by hand, in small batches 
without the use of any pesticides, 
chemicals, or GMOs. 
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RDN – Team WaterSmart
Melissa Tomlinson • 250-390-4111 
6300 Hammond Bay Road, 
Nanaimo V9T 6N2
mtomlinson@rdn.bc.ca
www.rdn.bc.ca/team-watersmart
Facebook: RegionalDistrictofNanaimo
Water conservation and 
environmental protection are values 
shared by all of us so come get 
involved and help to appreciate our 
water...because every drop counts!

Seeds of Diversity Canada
Joy Smith • 250-752-8135
joy.smith@mac.com
www.seeds.ca
We are a national charitable 
organization. Membership is  
free. We save heritage and 
endangered seeds to share  
with other members.

Small Island Seed Co.
Richard Kuehnel • 250-802-5747
6 Treasure Trail, Nanaimo V9R 6R1 
richardkuehnel@gmail.com 
smallislandseedco@gmail.com
www.smallislandseedco.com
Facebook: smallislandseedco
Instagram: (preferred) 
smallislandseedco

Small Island Seed Co produces seeds 
for rare, unusual , cold hardy and 
perennial vegetables and herbs here 
on Vancouver Island.

Speedibin Composters  
Fresh Earth Products
Joyce McMenamon 
1-888-701-2303
1324 Jones Road, 
Merville V0R 2M0
compost@speedibin.com
www.speedibin.com
Facebook: Speedibin/ 
Composters are all metal, designed 
to keep out rats and be easy to use. 
Come play the “Test your composting 
skills” game. Turn waste into earth!

Surprize Nurseries
Steve Hoffman • 250-594-5947
3510 Brittain Blvd., 
Qualicum Beach V9K 1W2
2012steve@live.com
Heirloom seeds, eucalyptus trees, 
veggies, herb plants, pickles, jams.

Sweet Rock Farms
Sal Dominelli • 250-713-9041
1380 Degnen Road, 
Gabriola Island V0R 1X7
saldominelli@gmail.com
www.sweetrockfarmseeds.ca
Sal has been growing seeds for over 
twenty years. In addition, the farm 
sells produce at the local farmer’s 
market, and raises lambs and chickens.

The Hollowbird
Amber Fiegen • 1 403 993 2075
404a 3250 Rock City Road, Nanaimo
thehollowbird@gmail.com
www.thehollowbird.com
Facebook: /thehollowbirdco
Illustration-based work that seeks to 
blend art and education together to build 
curiosity and kindness through nature.
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Twining Vine Garden
Sandra Hofer 
250-218-8687• 250-335-0584
www.twiningvinegarden.com
twiningsandy@gmail.com
Facebook: sandrahofer
Rare difficult to find shrubs, trees, 
perennials and veggies from around 
the world.

Valley Succulents
Jamey Lauinger and 
Rachel McColm • 250-465-1338
2210 Anderton Road, 
Comox V9M 4B1
www.valleysucculents.ca
jameylauinger@telus.net
Facebook: valleysucculents
Speciality plant nursery. Our 
speciality is cacti and succulents, 
both tender and hardy. Wide  
range of perennials, garden  
supplies and pots.

Vancouver Island Master 
Gardeners’ Association
Karen Bennett • 250-937-1838
101-5170 Dunster Road, Suite 299,
Nanaimo V9T 6M4
www.vimga.org
karenbennett51@gmail.com
Education on environmentally 
responsible and effective gardening 
practices by the use of public 
workshops, seminars and volunteer 
clinics. We offer accurate and up-
to-date garden advice at nurseries, 
garden centres, plant sales, Seedy 
Saturdays and farmer’s markets.

Windowsill Orchids
Sue Christison • 250-246-3447
3573 Mt Sicker Road, 
Chemanius V0R 1K4
orchidlady@telus.net
Facebook: Windowsill Orchids and 
Air Plants

Small home business, selling 
airplants and clay orchids.

Woodbrute Designs
Richard deJong • 250-797-0394
www.Woodbrute.com
woodbrute@live.ca
Planters, troughs and accessories.

Y-Grip Garden Tool
Paul Carr • 250-702-6293
info@ygrip.ca 
www.ygrip.ca
Facebook: Y-GripGardenTool
The Y Grip is an innovative trowel 
that can make your gardening more 
efficient and fun! It was developed 
to dig in hard packed soil. Y grip 
is great for planting bulbs and 
transplants – whether in the ground 
or in pots, fantastic for weeding 
and cultivating and is an all around 
versatile trowel. It’s converts swear 
by it. Please come by our booth and 
take it for a spin in our test bins and 
feel for yourself how much easier it 
can make your gardening tasks.
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DONATIONS
Many of the PARTICIPANTS contribute an excellent selection of 
door prizes that are distributed to the patrons as they enter the 
main hall. This broad base of support helps to make the Qualicum 
Beach Seedy Saturday one of the most successful in the country. 
Thank you to all who have contributed to this success.

The QBSS 2020 Organizing Committee

Generous public support at past Seedy Saturdays has allowed us 
to donate to the following organizations:

•	Alberni Elementary Garden Project 
•	Arrowview Elementary School 
•	Ballenas Secondary School 
•	Bowser Elementary School 
•	Broombusters 
•	CEAP Garden Project/KSS 
•	Denman Island Community Education Society 
•	False Bay Elementary School 
•	Milner Gardens and Woodlands 
•	Nanoose Elementary Garden Project 
•	Oceanside Elementary School 
•	Qualicum Beach Elementary School 
•	Qualicum Beach Community Safety 
•	Seeds of Diversity Canada 
•	Shoots with Roots at Milner Gardens 
•	Springwood Elementary School 

2023 Organizing Committee
Sue Putz

Christina Brown
Murray Chantler

Renata Ritter

Gord Almond 
Alisa Spencer

Jackie &  
Garry Pendergast

Kim Hammond
Sally Shivers
Pam Remai
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SEEDY CAFÉ MENU
Catering by “3Ds and J”

Beverages
Coffee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           	 $2.00
Tea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              	 $2.00
Hot Chocolate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     	 $2.00

Sweets
Cookie Selection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   	 $2.00
Muffins  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          	 $3.00
Chocolate Brownie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 	 $3.00
Cake ~ Gluten free  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 	 $5.00

Mains
Egg Salad Sandwich  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                	 $7.00
Chicken Salad Sandwich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             	 $7.00
Ham Sandwich  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    	 $7.00
Tuna Sandwich  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    	 $7.00
Chili with a Bun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    	 $7.00
Soup of the Day with a Bun . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          	$10.00

Combos
Soup and sandwich  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                	$15.00

 Please recycle this booklet in the bins provided near the door.


